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v pjlhto application hat been examined > L^l/Responslve to communication, filed on_ I I This action Is made final. - 



■ *^ noni 



'th(s).: 



A shortened statutory period for response to this action is set to expire. 

•Failure to respond wtthin the period for response wflt cause the application to become abandoned. ,35 U.S.C. 133 
Pitt I THE FOLLOWING ATTACHMENT^) ARE PART Of THIS ACTION: 



.'days from the date of this letter. 



1. □ Notice ol References Cited by Examiner, PTO-892. 

3. |3) Notice of Art Cited by Applicant, PTCM449. 

5. LTJ Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, PTO-1474. 

art II SUMMARY OF ACTION 

1.. L^.CWmt I • 



2. O Notbe re Patent Drawing, PTQ448. 
4. . Q. Notice ol Informal Patent Application, Form PTO-1 52 
.«...□ ; 



_ are pending in the application. 



■;\ Of the above, deJms 

2. (3 Claims D- ~ *~l 

3. D.Ctalms 

4. p Claims. / 

. 6. □ plaims 

. 6.0 Claims _ 



_ are withdrawn from consideration. 

have been cancelled. 

are allowed. 

are rejected. 

are objected to. ' 



_ are subject to restriction. or election requirement 



7. C] This application has been filed with intormal drawings under 37C.F.R. 1.85 which are acceptable for examination purposes. 

. Forma! drawfngs are required In response to this Office action, 
i. □ The 



. a*. 



corrected or substitute drawings have been received on _ 



■ are □ acceptable; '□ not acceptable (see explanation or Notice re Patent Drawing, PTO-948). 

10. □ The proposed addtional or substitute theetfs) of drawings, filed oh • 
- : . examiner; □ disapproved by the examiner (see explanation). 



Under 37 C.F.R. 1.84 these drawings 



has (have) been . □ approved by the 



11. Q The proposed drawing correction, filed _ 
-12.0 



; has been - □ approved; □ disapproved (see explanation). 



Aduxjwiedgement Is made of trtectatrrf for priority under . U.8.C. 110. The certified copy has □ been received □ not been received ( 
' ■!■■»□ been (Bed In parent application, serial no. ; filed on . 

- 13. □ Snoe this application apppears to be In oondtion for allowance except for formal rnatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 

accordance with the practice under Ex parte Ouayle, 1935 C.D. 11:453 O.Q. 213. - , 

14. □other j 



EXAMINER'S ACTION 



Serial Number: 07/986,636 
Art Unit: 1204 



-2- 



Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, first and second paragraphs. The claim 

language "and its pharmaceutical^ acceptable salts" literally requires the claim to read 

only on mixtures which does not appear to be intended. Language such as "or a 

pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt" or the like is suggested. The intermediate "4-formyl-3- 

hydroxy-1-butene" lacks support in the specification and as such does not appear to be 

intended. It appears that "4-formyloxy-3-hydroxy-1-butene " was intended. Also, step (a) 

appears to require the use of formic acid reactant which the claim fails to particularly point 

out. As the claim is presently written, the claim reads on carrying out such a step without 

the use of formic acid which lacks description or enablement in the specification as filed. 

The language of step (b) as to "its corresponding alcohol" is ambiguous since it is 

possible to convert the formate to more than one alcohol product depending on what is 

intended by "conversion". It is suggested that the alcohol be identified as "ethyl 6- 

hydroxy-4-hexenoate". 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should be 
directed to Michael L. Shippen whose telephone number is (703)-308-4635. Any inquiry of a general 
nature or relating to the status of this application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703)-308-1235. 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 1204 




